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Instructions
for use of the
ALPA 11 el

Poor results or even damages are often
caused by  ignorance o f  the  equ ipment .
We strongly recommend that you study
these instruct ions careful ly, so as to get
the best results with your ALPA.
Most of the instruct ions apply also to the
ALPA 11s ,  w i th  except ion  o f  the  sec t ions

about release lock, self t imer,
mirror lock, and M synchro-
n iza t ion .

The ALPA 11 e l  and the  un l im i ted  ALPA
system of photography are the results of
more than 30 years of research and devel-
opment to meet the evergrowing demands
of the creative photographer, as well  as
o f  sc ien t i f i c  and indus t r ia l  photography .

A .  G E N E R A L  D E S C R I P T I O N

The Swiss  ALPA 11 e l  i s  a  35  mm s ing le -
lens ref lex camera (24x36 mm, 18x24
m m  o r  1 7 x 2 2 . 5  m m )  w i t h  t h r o u g h - t h e -
lens l ight matching meter. The precise,
shockproof  so l id  s ta te  e lec t ron ic  c i rcu i t
has six transistors. a yel low l ight for over
and a  red  l igh t  fo r  under  exposure ,  v is ib le
both  be low the  groundg lass  and on  top
of the ALPA.

Rep lac ing  the  de l i ca te  ga lvanometer  w i th
quivering needle, this shockproof meter
gives you easier, faster, more sensit ive
and far more precise exposures-up to
1 /1  Oth  o f  an  f /s top  -  and e l im ina tes
most meter repairs.
The ALPA body is a l ight-weight, com-
pac t  d ie -cas t  o f  g rea t  s t rength  and long-
las t ing  r ig id i ty .  The ALPA 11 e l  has  a
pentapr ism fo r  eye leve l  v iewing ,  and an
instant-return mirror which reacts even
if the shutter release is kept depressed.
Any s l igh t  v ib ra t ion  accompany ing  the
return occurs only after the exposure is
comple ted ,  and cannot  a f fec t  the  sharp-
ness  o f  the  p ic tu re .  A  f i lm- type reminder
is  on  the  back  o f  the  camera  (F , t iq .  12) .
Al l  controls are easi ly accessible and can
be operated even i f  wearing gloves.
Every  fea ture  has  been p lanned fo r  foo l -
p roo f  opera t ion .

B.  EXTERNAT CONTROLS

1)  Wind ing  the  f i lm

The w ind ing  lever  A  ( f ig .  1 )  cocks  the
shutter, advances the f i lm, and counts the
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Fis .  1

exposures .  The shor t  t rave l  o f  on ly  160o
and opera t ion  o f  the  th ree  separa te  f  unc-
t ions  g ive  a  s l igh t  res is tance.  l f  the  lever
is  no t  wound fu l l y  to  i t s  s top  the  shut te r
re lease is  b locked. Remember,  therefore,
to  move the  lever  f  u l l y  round (bu t  w i thout
fo rc ing  i t ) .

2)  Set t ing the shut ter  speeds

To  se t  t he  shu t t e r  speed  t u rn  r i ng  P  ( f i g .  1 )
to  the  requ i red  speed,  shown by  the  red
l i ne  o f  t he  t r anspa ren t  d i sc ,  w i t hou t  go ing
pas t  the  b lack  sec tor  (do  no t  f  o rce  i t ) .

The speed may be  se t  whether  o r  no t  the
shut te r  i s  tens io  ned.  The range o f  speeds,
even ly  spaced,  i s  the  s tandard :  B ,  1  ,  1  /2 ,
1 / 4 ,  1 / 8 ,  1 / 1 5 ,  1 / 3 O ,  1 / 6 0 ,  1 / 1 2 5 ,  1 / 2 5 0 ,
1 /500,  1 /1OOO sec .  B  may be  locked fo r  T
t ime exposure .  To  keep the  shut te r  open,
the  re fease lock  V ( t ig .2 )  must  be  moved
to  i t s  in  nermost  pos i t io  n .

Set t ing  B a l lows you to  make t ime exposu-
res  o f  any  l eng th ,  t he  shu t t e r  s t ay i ng  open
as long as  the  re lease bu t ton  is  p ressed
(  D ,  f i g .  2 ) .  A  cab le  r e l ease  w i t h  l ock i ng
screw is very usef  u I  f  or  lo ng exposures,
and  when  t he  equ ipmen t  i s  on  a  t r i pod .
The re lease bu t ton  shou ld  a lso  be  locked
in  pos i t i on  B  w i t h  shu t t e r  open ,  i f  any
spec ia l  shu t te r  i s  used ins tead o f  the  foca l -
p  la  ne  sh  u t te r  o f  the  camera .
lmpor tan t :  when long shut te r  speeds are
used,  fo r  example  1  sec ,  w i th  au tomat ic -
d iaphragm lenses ,  e i ther  the  shut te r
re lease must  remain  pressed th roughout
the  exposure ,  o r  the  au tomat ic  d iaphragm
must  be  d isco  n  nec ted .
The speed 1  /60  sec  is  marked in  red
because i t  i s  the  fas tes t  speed wh ich  w i l l
synchro nize wi th e lectronic f  lash;  i f  any
fas ter  speed is  used on ly  par t  o f  the  f rame
w i l l  be  exposed .
The shut te r  speed is ,  o f  course ,  chosen to
take  i n t o  accoun t  any  movemen t  o f  t he
sub jec t .  Fac tors  to  be  cons idered inc lude
the  speed,  d is tance,  and d i rec t io  n  o f
movement  o f  the  sub jec t i  the  foca l  leng th
o f  the  lens  used is  a lso  impor tan t ,  as  i s  the
way the  camera  is  be ing  suppor ted .  For
max imum sharpness ,  use  as  shor t  a  speed
as poss ib  le .

3)  The shut ter  re lease

The re lease bu t ton  D ( ta1 .2)  i s  s i tua ted
o n  the  f  ro  n  t  o f  the  camera .  The f  inger
squeezes  tFe  bu t t on  wh i l e  t he  t humb
presses  aga ins t  the  o ther  s ide  o f  the  ALPA.

2
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Th is  a r rangement  min imizes  r i sk  o f  camera
shake.  The th read in  the  re lease bu t ton
takes  a  s tandard  cab le  re lease.  Lenses  w i th
automat ic  d iaphragm have the i r  own
re lease bu t tons  wh ich  in  tu rn  depress  tha t
o f  the  camera .  When tak ing  a  rap id  succes-
s ion  o f  p ic tu res ,  i f  th is  bu t ton  is  no t
re leased be fore  w ind ing ,  the  f i lm w i l l
no t  be  advanced,  and the  las t  exposure
made w i l l  be  spo i led  by  another ,  par t ia l l y
fogged because the  mi r ro r  w i l l  no t  have
retu rned.
The sh  u t te r  lock  V ( f  ig .  2 )  in  i t s  ins ide
pos i t ion  b locks  the  shut te r  re lease wh i le
l igh t  read ings  are  made.  l f  a  cab le  re lease
is f i t ted the lock is  not  ef fect ive.
Note:  i f  the re lease but ton is  pressed very
slowly the mirror  may f l ip  up before the
ac tua l  exposure  is  made.  Th is  does  no t
af fect  p ic ture qual i ty .
I t  i s  somet ime usefu l  to  be  ab le  to  lock  the
mi r ro r  in  i t s  ra ised  pos i t io  n  (when us ing

very  shor t  foca l  leng ths  fo r  example) .  To
do th is ,  s imp ly  s l ide  down knur led  lever  E
( f i g .  2 ) .
Doub le  o r  mu l t i p l e  exposu res  a re  made  as
fo l lows:  af ter  the f i rs t  exposure press the
shut te r  re lease wh i le  w ind ing  ( to  tens ion
the  shu t t e r  w i t hou t  w ind ing  t he  f i lm ) ,  l e t
the  shut te r  re lease go  f  i r s t ,  then the  w ind ing
lever ,  ra ise  the  mi r ro r  by  means o f  E ,  and
make the  second exposure .  Do no t  fo rge t  to
move E back again af terwards to lower
the  m i r ro r  f o r  v i ew ing .

4 l  The sel f - t imer

The  ALPA 11  e l  has  a  se l f - t ime r  (R ,  f i g  2 ) .
Th is  de layed-ac t ion  re lease can be  se t
accord ing  to  the  length  o f  de lay  requ i red .
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l f  the  lever  i s  moved fu l l y  round the  de lay
is abo u t  1 8 secs;  i f  moved o n ly  90" the
de lay  is  about  6  secs .
F i rs t  w ind  the  shut te r ,  then the  lever  R.
The delayed act ion is  s tar ted by pressing
the  shut te r  re lease bu t ton .  l f  you  w ish  to
be in  the  p ic tu re ,  you  have t ime to  take
u p  pos i t io  n .
lmpor tan t :  when us ing  the  se l f  - t imer  w i th
automat ic -d iaphragm lenses ,  the  lens
must  be  used pre-se t  o r  the  p ic tu re  w i l l
be  taken a t  f  u  l l  aper tu re  on  ly .  l f  the  se l f  -
t imer  i s  used w i th  the  shut te r  se t  a t  B ,
the  exposure  t ime w i l l  be  3  secs .  Th is
known exposure can be very usef  u I  u nder
poo r  l i gh t  cond i t i ons  o r  w i t h  sma l l
a pert u res.
The smooth  re lease o f  the  se l f - t imer  i s
usefu I  a lso i f  you have no cable re lease.
Use a  fas t  speed in  such c i rcumstances  fo r
photograph ing  in  d i f f i cu l t  cond i t ions
wi thout  r i sk  o f  camera  shake.
l f  the  se l f  - t imer  has  been se t  bu t  i s  then no t
requ i red ,  i t  can  be  d isengaged by  shut te r
lock  V and then keep ing  bu t ton  D pressed
whi le  lever  R is  a l lowed to  re tu rn  to  i t s
or ig  in  a  I  pos i t io  n .

5)  F lash synchronizat ion

The ALPA has  two s tandard  co-ax ia l

2 , 5
5

-7 ,5
1 2 , 5

synchron iza t ion  sockets  ( f ig .  2 ) .The upper
contac t  XF is  fo r  e lec t ron ic  f  lash  a t  speeds
up to  1 /AO sec ;  a  shor te r  speed than th is
w i l l  g ive  on ly  a  par t ia l l y  exposed f rame.
Th is  contac t  can  a lso  be  used fo r  spec ia l
shor t -peak  f  lashbu lbs ,  bu t  i f  these are  used
the  manufac turer ' s  ins t ruc t ions  must  be
fo l l owed  ca re fu l l y  as  t h i s  k i nd  o f  bu lb  i s
rea l l y  d is ig  ned f  o r  be tween -  lens  sh  u t te rs .
The lower  M contac t  i s  fo r  use  w i th  f  lash-
bu  l bs  spec ia l l y  made  fo r  f oca l -p l ane
shut te rs ;  the i r  long  peak  a l lows shor t
sh u t ter  speeds.

C .  F R A M I N G  A N D
F O C U S I N G

F ig .  4

1 )  F ram ing

The  image  o f  t he
measures exact ly

screen is  re inverted and
2 3 x 3 5  m m ,  i .  e .  %  m m
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l ess  on  each s ide  than the  24x36 mm
frame.  Th is  matches  the  w indow o f  s l ide
mounts ,  so  tha t  there  is  no  cu t -o f f  in  p ro-
jec t ion .  The image on  the  screen o f  the
ALPA ha l f  f rame cameras  measures
exactfy 18x24 mm or 17x22.5 mm.
The screen image is magnif ied, to give
l i fe -s ize  w i th  the  s tandard  50  mm
lens ,  and even w i th  smal l  d iaphragm
open ings  the  en t i re  image is  b r igh t  in to
the corners - most useful for composit ion,
focus ,  depth-o f  - f  ie ld .
An op t iona l0 .T  x  eyep iece  reduces  magn i f i -
cation. so that persons with deep-set eyes
or wearers of glasses can see the entire
f ie ld .  Even w i th  smal l  f / s tops ,  te lephoto
lenses and bel lows or tubes, etc.
The viewfinder has a rotatable bayonet-
mounted  rubber  eyesh ie ld  cup wh ich
exc ludes  ex t raneous l igh t ,  and wh ich  can
be rep laced by  a  magn i f ie r  o r  a  r igh t -ang le
viewfinder.
People with eyesight needing correction
can f i t  spec ia l  lenses  in to  a  mount  f i xed  in
the eyepiece. The powers avai lable are:
-4 ,  -3 ,  -2 ,  -1 ,  +1 ,  +2 ,  +3 ,  and +4
diopters.

2) Focusing on the screen

The ALPA 't  1 el has a screen which
combines  a  sp l i t - image rangef inder  w i th
a  c i rcu la r  zone o f  mic ropr isms.  The lens  is
focused by  means o f  the  r ing  wh ich  tu rns
the  lens  in  i t s  he l i ca l  mount .  Sharpness  is
cont ro l led  over  a l l  the  screen bv  means o f
one o f  the  sys tems ment ioned be low.

a) by rangefinder

The groundg lass  screen has  a  bu i l t - in
rangefinder formed by a pair of prisms
which  appear  as  a  pa i r  o f  semi -c i rc les  in

the  midd le  o f  the  screen.  Choose a  de f in i te
deta i l  in  the  sub jec t  and focus  the  lens
unt i l the  image o f  the  l ine  across  the  range-
f inder  i s  in  per fec t  a l ignment ;  the  sub jec t
rs  now sharp ly  focused ( f igs .3  and 4) .
The c lear  r ing  he lps  you to  ident i f y  the
ob jec t  you  are  focus ing  on .  In  photo-
mic rography  the  aer ia l  image is  focused
and i t  is necessary to see i t  clearly at the
same t ime as  one o f  the  l ines  -  tha t  i s ,
w i t h o u t  p a r a l l a x  ( f i g .   ) .
Bo th  semi -c i rcu la r  p r isms w i l l  appear
un i fo rmly  b r igh t  under  normal  cond i t ions .
Under  cer ta in  c i rcumstances  (smal le r  lens
apertures, close-up photography) one of
the  semi -c i rcu la r  p r isms may appear  to  be
shaded.  In  th is  case you can a l ign  your
image between the other, bright prism of
the  sp l i t - image and the  c lear  g lass  r ing .
The scales indicated bv the cross are usefu I
fo r  compar ison  ( f igs .3  and 4) ,  espec ia l l y
an  photomacro-  and mic rography .

b) by microprism

Micropr isms are  ac tua l ty  a  la rge  number  o f
smal l  rangef inders  wh ich  show c lear lv  the
smal les t  mis take  in  focus ing ;  as  long as
the  focus  is  wrong the  image is  very
blurred. As soon as the focus is correci
the  image snaps  in to  c la r i t y .

3) Focusing by distance scale

AI IALPA lenses  are  ca l ib ra ted  fo r  d is tance.
I t  i s  thus  poss ib le  to  se lec t  a  cer ta in
d is tance.by  us ing  the  sca le  ( fo r  example
qhen us ing  f  lash) .  Es t imat ing  the  d is tance
gf  the  sub jec t ,  i t  i s  se t  on  the  sca le ,  tak ing
in to  account  the  depth  o f  f ie ld .  Th is
method is  use fu l  when i t  i s  imposs ib le  to
focus ,  e i ther  when there  is  no  t ime (as  a t
a  spor t ing  event )  o r  i f  i t  i s  too  dark  (when
us ing  f lash  e tc . ) .

.. ,r -.- .:-;luiale*L .,-..;;-*"



D.  LOADING AND
UNLOADING

1 )  Load ing

The  ALPA 11  e l  i s  opened  bY  the  key  M
( f ig .  5 ) ,  on  the  bo t tom o f  the  camera .  L i f t
the  key  and tu rn  i t  to  the  r igh t  ( f ig .  5 ) .
Remove  the  back  by  pu l l i ng  on  t he  key
Ho ld  t he  f i lm  casse t t e  i n  t he  r i gh t  hand  and  I
inser t  the  f  i lm leader  in  the  s lo t  o f  the  : , , i
take-up  spoo l  ( f  ig .  7 ) .  Take care  to  push , ' l
the  f i lm we l l  in to  the  s l i t  marked w i th  an  , ' , ,
a r row so  tha t  the  edge is  aga ins t  the  lower  a

f l ange  o f  t he  spoo l ;  t he  l eade r  i s  he ld  by  , u
a  t oo t t r .  Pu  l l  ou t  enough  f  i lm  t o  enab le  t he  i i
casset te to be put  in  i ts  chamber,  and .x
engage the  rewind  lever  in to  the  casset te  u

( f i g .  8 ) .  "

Remember to check the correct r i
winding before c los ing the camera.  I

Rep lace  the  camera  back  and lock  i t  by
tu rh ing  i the  key  to  the  le f t ;  w ind  and
release the shut ter  two more t imes whi le
not ing  tha t  the  cent ra l  sc rew o f  bu t ton  F
( f i g .2 )  i s  t u rn ing  wh i l e  t he  shu t t e r  i s
be ing  wou nd .
The f lame cou nter  C ( f ig .  7)  is  automat ical ly
d isengaged when the  camera  back  is
removed.  l t  advances to zero af ter  three
wind ings  o f  the  f i lm as  ment ioned above.
Note:  i I  a  par t ly  exposed f i lm is  removed
f  rom the  cbmera ,  the  n  u  mber  o f  exposed
f rames shou ld  be  no ted  be fore  open ing
the  back ,  so  tha t  the  f i lm can la te r  be
inser ted  w i thout  loss  o f  a  f rame.
Do not  fo rge t  to  se t  the  f i lm speed on  the
exposure  meter ;  depress  the  ou ter  r ing  o . f
t he  speed  d ia l  P  ( f i g .  1 )  and  t u rn  t he  b lack
inde i  mark  un t i l  i f  i s  oppos i te  the  ASA
speed o f  the  f i lm ( f  ig .  1  0 ) ,  For  eas ie r  se t t inq
o f  the  speed the  d ia l  can  be  pu t  to  one end
of  i t s  sca le .

$
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F i g .  1 1

2l  Rewinding the exposed f i lm

When the  f  rame cou n ter  shows 1  9  o r
35  exposures  (accord ing  to  the  f i lm
loaded) ,  w ind  to  the  nex t  f rame care fu l l y
to  avo id  tear ing  the  per fo ra t ions  or  pu l l ing
the  f i lm f rom i ts  casset te  a l together  -  th is
wou ld  make rewind ing  imposs ib le .  When
def in i te  res is tance to  w ind ing-on is  fe l t
the  f i lm is  used up  and is  rewound a f te r
press ing  the  rewind  re lease knob O
( f i g .6 )  wh i ch  d i sengages  t he  sp rocke ts .
I t  is  not  necessary to keep your f inger on
th i s  bu t t on .  Pu  l l  ou t  t he  rew ind  c rank  F
( t ig .2 )  and tu rn  in  the  d i rec t ion  o f  the
ar rgw ( f ig .  10) .  The f i lm w i l l  o f fe r  a  s l igh t
pu l l aga ins t  t he  rew ind ,  un t i l  sudden l y  f he
crank  beg ins  to  tu rn  f ree ly .  The camera  can
then be  opened and the  casset te  removed.
Take care not  to press the rewind knob
except  when rewind ing .  l f  p ressed by
mis take  dur ing  exposure  o f  a  f i lm,  advance
the  f i lm  one  f r ame  to  re -engage  the
sprockets.

E .  A L P A  L E N S E S

1)  Ghang ing  the  lens

To change the  lens ,  p ress  the  bu t ton  O
( f ig .2 )  and tu rn  the  lens  to  the  le f t .
Pos i t i on  t he  new  l ens  so  as  t o  l i ne  up  t he
two red  do ts ,  push i t  gent ly  in to  the  body ,
and  t u rn  t o  t he  r i gh t  un t i l  i t  c l i c ks  i n to
pos i t io  n .

www.orphancameras.com



2) ALPA lenses

ALPA have chosen an  incomparab le
range of lenses from the best manufac-
turers - Kern, Kinoptik, Angenieux,
Schneider, Toomar and Zeiss.
Each lens is individual ly factory-tested by
ALPA to very r igorous standards. Focal
lengths avai lable range from 24 to 600 mm,
and the i r  bayonet  mounts  have remained
standardized for more than 20 years.
Among this selection of lenses are two
des igns  wh ich  are  exc lus ive  to  ALPA -  the
famous Kern  Macro-Swi ta r  f  1 .9 /50  mm
(the  s tandard  lens  o f  the  ALPA) ,  and the
Kinopt ik  APOCHROMATS.

F .  E X P O S U R E  R E A D I N G S

The transistorized circuit  receives informa-
t ion  f rom two Cds ce l l s  wh ich  measure  the
l igh t  coming th rough the  lens ,  wh i le  a
th i rd  ce l l  compensates  fo r  any  s t ray  l igh t
en ter ing  the  sys tem th rough the  v iewf inder .
The e lec t ron ic  c i rcu i t  l i gh ts  the  lamps:
ye l low ind ica tes  overexposure ,  red  under -
exposure .  When both  lamps are  l i t  a t  once,
exposure is correct. The two cel ls integrate
read ings  f rom the  screen,  w i th  center
we igh t ing ,  to  g ive  h igh ly  accura te  exposure
cont ro l .

2) Methods of use

Two methods are possible

a) The shutter speed is set, depending on
the  sub jec t  ( f ig .  1 ) .  Remember  to  se t  the
f i l m  s p e e d  w h e n  c h a n g i n g  f i l m s  ( f i g . 6 ) .
Lock  the  shut te r  re lease by  s l id ing  lever  V
towards the lens. Press the shutter release
(D)  to  a l low the  meter  and d iaphragm to
opera te .  Whi le  keep ing  pressure  on  the
re lease tu rn  the  aper tu re  r ing  un t i l  the
lamps v is ib le  in  the  v iewf inder  and in  the
accessory cl ip are both l i t .
l f  the subject is in focus, just sl ide back the
lock  V and take  the  p ic tu re .
Note :  in  i t s  ou termost  pos i t ion  the  lock  V
makes the  meter  inopera t ive  bu t  a l lows the
shutter to be released (useful for repeated
exposures  o f  an  ident ica l  sub jec t ) .
In  the  center  pos i t ion  the  meter  ope-
rates at half  pressure on the shutter
release, which also operates the automatic
d iaphragm,  and the  shut te r  i s  re leased a t
fu l l  p ressure .

1) Basic principles

The meter system has a very wide range of
sens i t i v i t y  (1 .6  -  400,000 asb) .  Cur ren t  i s
supplied by one Mallory PX 28 battery
(Eveready  544) .



In  the  innermost  pos i t ion ,  nex t  to  the  lens ,
bo th  the  shut te r  and the  meter  a re  b locked.
Th is  las t  pos i t ion  a l lows the  shut te r  to  be
kept open after i t  has been released: open
the  shut te r  a t  B  se t t ing .  and s l ide  the  lock
toward  the  lens .  The shut te r  i s  c losed aga in
a f te r  the  exposure  s imp ly  by  s l id ing  the
lock  back  aga in .
Note: i f  the release button is kept depres-
sed w i th  the  lock  as  jus t  descr ibed,  wh i le
the  shut te r  i s  tens ioned,  the  b l ind  s tays  open
fu l l y  a t  shu t te r  se t t ings  be tween 1 /30 th
and B,  and par t ia l l y  so  a t  a l l  o ther  se t t ings .

b) The aperture is f i rst set, according to
requ i red  depth  o f  f ie ld .  Choose the  open ing .
b lock  the  shut te r  w i th  V ,  then press  the
re lease and f ind  the  cor rec t  t ime by  tu rn ing
the  soeed d ia l .  S l ide  back  the  lock .  check
the  focus ,  and take  the  p ic tu re .
Note: remember the cel ls are very sensit ive
and tha t  to  ge t  bo th  lamps l i t  a t  once may
requ i re  the  d iaphragm to  be  se t  a t  an
in te rmed ia te  s too  va lue .  The shut te r  can
be re leased i f  one o f  the  lamps is  no t  fu l l y
l i t :  at some l ight levels the system is so
sensit ive that i t  may be dif f icult  to get both
l i t .  The er ro r  in  such case w i l l  no t  exceed' l  

/5 to ' l  
/1 Oth of an f -stop I

3) lmportant note

Another  po in t  to  remember  i s  tha t ,  l i ke
the  human eye,  the  ce l l s  have to  ge t  used
to  darkness  and are  "b l inded"  by  very
in tense l igh t ,  so  tha t  they  cont inue to
register i t  for a short t ime. Therefore when
passing from a very bright subject to a dark
one, al low the meter to rest for a few
seconds.  ln ten t iona l  over -  o r  under -
exposure is, of course, always possible.
The eye shou ld  be  kept  as  c lose  as  poss ib le
to  the  eyep iece  dur ing  exposure  read ings
(espec ia l l y  i f  wear ing  g lasses) ,  to  min imize
the effects of stray ref lect ions entering the
viewfinder. l t  is well  compensated for by
the  th i rd  ce l l  bu t  th is  compensat ion  migh t
be insuff icient in extreme circumstances.

When reading the meter in the accessory
cl ip. i t  is good practice to cover the
v iewf inder  w i th  the  hand or  a  lenscap.
In  o ther  c i rcumstance,  to  keep ou t  un-
wanted  l igh t  when work ing  in  in tense
i l luminat ion ,  the  smal l  s l id ing  cover  fo r  the
meter-window, on top of the camera, may
b e  c l o s e d  ( G ,  f i g .  1 2 ) .

4) Direct meter readings

Film speeds Range of shutter speeds
ASA DIN fastest slowest

1 /60 1 second
1/ ' , t25  1  D
1/250 1  )'l 

/5OO 1 r>
1 /10OO 1 )
1 /1OOO 1/2  D
1/1OOO 1/4  D
1 / 1 0 0 0  1 / 8  D
1 / 1 O O 0  1 / 1 5  D
1/1000 1 /3o  )
1 / 1 0 0 0  1 / 6 0  >
1 / 1 0 0 0  1 / 1 2 5  , >

lf  the speed required is outside the scale
registered by the system it  is easy to
estimate i t  because ASA rat ings . are
direct ly proport ional to shutter speeds
and f stops (except for a few maximum
aper tu res  on  cer ta in  lenses) .
For  example ,  i f  an  exposure  o f  1 /1000 sec
is  requ i red  w i th  a  25  ASA f i lm a  d i rec t
reading wil l  not be obtained - the fastest
speed fo r  th is  f i lm is  1 /500 sec .  l f  the
correct stop at 1 /500 sec was, say, f  5.6,
the  shut te r  speed is  ha lved to  1 /1ooo,
there fore  the  aper tu re  must  be  doub led ,
t o f 4 .
Somet imes 1  sec  on  the  speed d ia l  i s  no t
long enough:  in  th is  case the  f i lm se t t ing
can be  a l te red  ins tead o f the  shut te r  speed.

I
Ir

{

3 (6)
6(ASA) (e)

12  (12 )
2 5  ( 1 5 )
50  (18 )

100 (21)
.2OO (24)
400 (27)
800 (30)

1 600 (33)
3200 (36)
6400 (3e)

1 0

-d'1

www.orphancameras.com



Fig.  12

For  example ,  w i th  a  25  ASA f i lm,  i f  the
shut te r  i s  se t  to  1  sec  w i thout  the  meter
l igh ts  coming on  together ,  a l te r  the  f i lm
speed se t t ing  un t i l  the  l igh ts  do  come on
together .  l f  th is  happens a t ,  say ,  100 ASA,
th is  i s  two s tops  above tha t  o f  thb  f i lm,  so
one jus t  g ives  two s tops  ( -  Q,x  the  t ime) ,
tha t  i s  4  secs  in  th is  case.

5) Checking the battery

Remove  the  camera  back  (no  f i lm  i ns ide ! ) .
Take o f f  the  l id  o f  the  ba t te ry  hous ing ,  and
insert  the new bat tery (Mal lory PX-28 or
Eveready 544) wi th the + s ig n f  ac ing
outs ide  ( f ig .  1  3 ) ,  and rep lace  the  l id .  l f  the
lamps do  no t  l igh t  check  tha t  the  ba t te ry
has been put  in  correct ly  (  + to the
outs ide) ,  and change i t  round i f  need be .

F ig .  1  3

The ALPA does not  req u i re a bat tery
test  because i ts  desig n makes i t  u  n neces-
sary .  E i ther  the  ba t te ry  i s  good a  nd  the
sys tem func t ionS,  o r  the  power  i s  too  low
a n d  t h e  l a m p s  w i l l  n o t  l i g h t .

G.  GENERAT
RECOMMENDATIONS

The ALPA is  we l l  known f  o r  i t s  s t rength  and
robustness,  as proved by i ts  use o n
numerous  exped i t i ons  i n  a l l  k i nds  o f
ex t reme c l imates .  A t  the  same t ime one
must  remember  tha t  i t  i s  a  p rec is ion  ins t ru -
ment ,  and shou ld  be  used w i th  care  i f  i t
i s  to  g ive  the  bes t  poss ib le  serv ice .  Th is
app l ies  equa l ly  to  i t s  lenses  and acces-
so nes.
P lease pay  spec ia l  a t ten t ion  to  the
fo l l ow ing  po in t s :
1  )  Pro tec t  the  ALPA f rom dus t ,  sand,  and
h igh  hum id i t y .  I n  t he  t r op i cs  i t  shou ld  be
kept  in  a  sea led  co  n ta iner  w i th  a  bag o f
s i l i cage l .  In  w in te r ,  i f  i t  becomes coated
w i th  m is t  on  com ing  i n  ou t  o f  t he  co ld ,
do  no t  t ry  to  w ipe  i t  d ry  bu t  s imp ly  wa i t
un t i l  the  mois tu re  d isappears  by  i t se l f .

1 1



2)  C lean the  f i lm channe l  and pressure-
p la te  occas iona l l y  w i th  a  p iece  o f  l in t - f ree
c l o t h .
3 )  Never  o i l  the  mechan ism.  The shut te r
w i l l  work  fo r  many tens  o f  thousands o f
exposures  w i thout  lu  b r ica t ion .
4)  Never  t ry  to  d ismant le  the  ALPA your -
self .  This requires not only expert know-
ledge bu t  a lso  spec ia l  too ls .  Your  guarantee
becomes void i f  the ALPA is serviced by
any  unauthor ized  person.
5)  l f  you  are  so  un lucky  as  to  d rop  the
camera  in to  the  sea,  i t  must  be  thorough ly
rinsed in several changes of fresh water
be fore  be ing  dr ied .  l t  must  then be  sent
w i thout  de lay  to  an  au thor ized  dea ler  o r
to the factory.
6 )  l f  yourcamera  is  los to rs to len  adv ise the
fac tory  a t  once o f  the  ser ia l  numbers  o f
body  and lens .  We s t rong ly  recommend tha t
you insure  your  ALPA equ ipment .
7 )  When inser t ing  a  { i lm,  e i ther  a  new one
or  one re loaded by  yourse l f ,  check  tha t
the  l ips  o f  the  casset te  a re  no t  too  t igh t ,  and
tha t  the  f i lm comes ou t  eas i l y .
I t  i s  a  good idea a lso  to  check  tha t  there  are
no loose ve lve t  th reads  hang ing  f rom the
cassette; these can easi ly become trapped
in  the  f i lm w indow and make shadows on
a l l  your  p ic tu res .
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